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RASHTRAKAVI KUVEMPU.

Kuppali Venkatappa Puttappa/    (29 December 1904 – 11 November 1994),
popularly known by the nickname Kuvempu/  or by K. V. Puttappa/  , was a Kannada
Novelist, Poet, Playwright, Critic and Thinker. He is widely regarded as the greatest Kannada Poet of the 20th century. He is the first among
Kannada writers to be decorated with the prestigious Jnanpith Award.

For his contributions to Kannada Literature, the Government of Karnataka decorated him with the honorific Rashtrakavi (“National Poet”) in 1958
and Karnataka Ratna (“Gem of Karnataka”) in 1992. His epic narrative Sri Ramayana Darshanam , a modern rendering of the Indian Hindu epic
Ramayana is regarded as the revival of the era of Mahakavya (“Great Epic poetry”) in contemporary form and charm. His writings and his
contribution to “Universal Humanism” (in his own words, “Vishwa maanavataa Vaada”) gives him a unique place in modern Indian literature. He
was conferred the Padma Vibhushan by Government of India in 1988. He penned the Karnataka State Anthem Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate.

Biography.

Early life and Education.

Kuvempu was born in Hirekodige near Bommalapura in Koppa Taluk of the Chikmagalur District, Karnataka, to a Vokkaliga Kannada family.
His father was Venkatappa Gowda from Kuppali and mother Seethamma from Hirekodige, a nearby village. He grew up in the lush Malenadu
region of Tirthahalli, called Kuppali in Shivamogga district. Early in his childhood, he was home schooled by an appointed teacher from Dakshina
Kannada district. He joined the Anglo Vernacular school in Tirthahalli to continue his middle school education. Kuvempu’s father died when he
was only twelve. He finished his lower and secondary education in Kannada and English languages in Thirthahalli and moved to Mysore for further
education at the Wesleyan High School. Thereafter, he pursued college studies at the Maharaja College of Mysore and graduated in 1929,
majoring in Kannada.

Family.

He married Hemavathi on 30 April 1937. He was forced to enter marital life on advice of this faculty at Ramakrishna Mission. Kuvempu has two
sons, K P Poornachandra Tejaswi, Kokilodaya Chaitra, and two daughters, Indukala and Tharini. Tharini is married to K. Chidananda Gowda,
the former Vice-Chancellor of Kuvempu University. His home in Mysore is called Udayaravi (“Rising Sun”). His son Poornachandra Tejaswi was
a polymath, contributing significantly to Kannada literature, photography, calligraphy, digital imaging, social movements, and agriculture.



Career.

Kuvempu began his academic career as a lecturer of Kannada language at the Maharajas College in Mysore in 1929. He worked as an assistant
professor in the Central college, Bangalore from 1936. He re-joined Maharajas college in Mysore in 1946 as a professor. He went on to become
the principal of the Maharajas college in 1955. In 1956 he was selected as the Vice-Chancellor of Mysore University where he served till
retirement in 1960. He was the first graduate from Mysore University to rise to that position.

Works and message.

Kuvempu started his literary work in English, with a collection of poetry called Beginner’s Muse but later switched to his native Kannada. He
spearheaded the movement to make Kannada the medium for education, emphasizing the theme “Education in the Mother tongue”. To cater to the
needs of Kannada research, he founded the Kannada Adhyayana Samsthe (“Institute of Kannada Studies”) in the Mysore University, which has
since been renamed after him as “Kuvempu Institute of Kannada Studies”. As Vice-Chancellor of Mysore University, he pioneered the study of
sciences and languages. He championed the publishing of Knowledge for the laymen with by G. Hanumanta Rao.

Kuvempu was more than a writer for his life was in itself a ‘great message’. He was against casteism, meaningless practices and religious ritual.
Kuvempu’s writings reflect his resentment against these practices. The Shoodra Tapaswi (“untouchable saint”) was one such writing. Kuvempu
who was from the Vokkaliga community gave a perspective to the ancient epic Ramayana that was quite unlike the portrayal of the characters by
the original author Valmiki. Kuvempu’s version of the epic called Sri Ramayana Darshanam won him the prestigious Jnanpith Award. His epic
underscores his vision of Sarvodaya (“upliftment of all”). The protogonist of his epic, the Hindu god Rama, personifies this when he tests himself
along with his consort Sita by jumping into the fire.

The speech he made during the convocation ceremony of Bangalore University was published in the book Vichaarakranthige Aahwaana . It calls
for a re-assessment of developmental policies. Though it was delivered in 1974, the message is still considered relevant to modern society. In the
year 1987, The Government of Karnataka started the Kuvempu University in the Shimoga district, Karnataka. The i is located in the Jnana
Sahyadri campus, 28 km from Shimoga city.

Quotes.

Chakracharanake swagatha – “Welcome to wheel footed” when he bought his first car Uluva Yogi (“tilling Yogi”) is the title he gave the farmer
Sarvarige samapaalu, sarvarige samabaalu (“Equal share for all, Equal life for all”, when he called for egalitarian society). O nanna chetana, Agu
nee aniketana (“Be unhoused O my soul, only the infinite is your goal”).
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Bommanahalliya kindarijogi (1936) Mari vijnani (1947) Meghapura (1947) Nanna mane (1947) Nanna gopala Amalana kathe Sahasa pavana
Modannana Tamma Narigaligeke Kodilla Haluru.

Kuvempu’s works in visual media.

Movies.

Kanooru Heggadithi (directed by Girish Karnad).

Awards.

Karnataka Ratna (1992) Padma Vibhushan (1988) Pampa Award (1987) Jnanpith Award (1967) Rashtrakavi (“National Poet”) (1964) Padma
Bhushan (1958) Sahitya Akademi Award (1955)

Memorials.

Kavimane — Kuvempu Memorial.

Kuvempu’s ancestral house in Kuppali.

Kuvempu’s memorial in Kavishaila, Kuppali.

The childhood home of Kuvempu at Kuppali has been converted into a museum by Rashtrakavi Kuvempu Pratishtana (a trust dedicated to
Kuvempu). This trust has undertaken immense developmental works in Kuppali to showcase Kuvempu and his works to the external world. On
November 23, 2015 night, many valuables including the Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan awards conferred on poet laureate Kuvempu were
stolen from Kavimane.

The entire museum has been ransacked. The surveillance cameras there have also been damaged. Interestingly the Jnanapith award kept there has
remained intact.

kavishaala.

The gradually rising hill south of the house is named Kavishaila, Kuvempu’s mortal remains were placed at Kavishaila.
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   : Kuvempu Samagra Gadya Vol. 5 - Kanuru Heggaditi (Novel)

EPUB books of Kuvempu Samagra Sahitya Series.

   : Kuvempu Samagra Gadya Vol. 6 - Short Stories, Malenadina Chitragalu, Janapriya
Valmiki Ramayana.

EPUB books of Kuvempu Samagra Sahitya Series.

   : Kuvempu Samagra Gadya Vol. 7 - Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami
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EPUB books of Kuvempu Samagra Sahitya Series.

   : Kuvempu Samagra Gadya Vol. 8 - Miscellany Volume.
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AIR Raagam.

AIR Raagam is 24X7 Indian Classical Music YouTube Channel, which is unique in broadcasting Indian classical music - both Hindustani and
Carnatic.

ALL INDIA RADIO BANGALORE.

All India Radio, officially known since 1956 as Akashvani, is the national public radio broadcaster of India and is a division of Prasar Bharati. AIR
Bangalore is an online station from Bangalore.

SHODHAVANI.

SHODHAVANI is a daily newspaper, printed in Kannada language.

Kanaja.

Kanaja is an Online encyclopedia developed by Karnataka Knowledge Commission and is owned by Department of Kannada and Culture, Govt.
of Karnataka.

Positive Vibes - literary.

Positive Vibes - News.

Tumakuru Digital Library.

National Emergency library.

Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD)

NPTEL.

National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL)

e-Gyankosh.

Digital learning resources.



SWAYAM On-line Courses.

Provides access to best teaching learning resources which were earlier delivered on the SWAY AM Platform may be now viewed by any learner
free of cost without any registration. Students/learners who registered on SWAY AM (swayam.gov.in) in the January 2020 semester can continue
their learning as usual.

UG/PG MOOCs.

courses.php hosts learning material of the SWAY AM UG and PG (Non-Technology) archived courses.

e-PG Pathshala.

hosts high quality, curriculum-based, interactive econtent containing 23,000 modules ( e-text and video) in 70 Post Graduate disciplines of social
sciences, arts, fine arts and humanities, natural & mathematical sciences.

e-Content courseware in UG subjects.

e-content in 87 Undergraduate courses with about 24, 110 e-content modules is available on the CEC website.

SWAYAMPRABHA.

is a group of 32 DTH channels providing high quality educational curriculum based course contents covering diverse disciplines such as arts,
science, commerce, performing arts, social sciences and humanities subjects, engineering, technology, law, medicine, agriculture etc to all teachers,
students and citizens across the country interested in lifelong learning. These channels are free to air and can also be accessed through your cable
operator. The telecasted videos/lectures are also as archived videos on the Swayamprabha portal.

CEC-UGC YouTube channel.

provides access to unlimited educational curriculum based lectures absolutely free.

National Digital Library.

is a digital repository of a vast amount of academic content in different formats and provides interface support for leading Indian languages for all
academic levels including researchers and life-long learners, all disciplines, all popular form of access devices and differently-abled learners.

Shodhganga.

is a digital repository platform of 2,60,000 Indian Electronic Theses and Dissertations for research students to deposit their Ph.D. theses and make
it available to the entire scholarly community in open access.

e-Shodh Sindhu.

provides current as well as archival access to more than 15,000 core and peer-reviewed journals and a number of bibliographic, citation and
factual databases in different disciplines from a large number of publishers and aggregators to its member institutions including centrally-funded
technical institutions, universities and colleges that are covered under 12(8) and 2(f) Sections of the UGC Act.

Vidwan.

is a database of experts which provides information about experts to peers, prospective collaborators, funding agencies policy makers and
research scholar in the country. Faculty members are requested to register on the Vidwan portal to help expand the database of experts.

Petals!

Musings on books, movies, travel, spirituality, meditation, parenting and life. Yes, this is my cozy personal space.

Subscribe to this blog.

Follow Petals! by Email.

Why chant Ramayana during the month of Karkidakam.

Get link Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email Other Apps.

May Lord Shri Ram bless us all to merge with the Lord through simple, righteous living.

Four Paths to Divinity: Karma, Jnana, Bhakti and Raja Yoga.

Amazing Signs You are an EARTH ANGEL.

Top 10 Skincare tips for Summer.



Mahamrityunjaya Mantra: Meaning, Benefit of Chanting and Who can Chant.

Get link Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email Other Apps.

Comments.

Thank you all for the warm, encouraging comments.

@Harimohan: Your words mean a lot to me, thanks so much hari uncle.

@sm: Glad to know you liked it. I look forward to more feedback from you.

@Melange: When I wrote this post, I expected nothing, esp not this kind of caring, supportive feedback. I find it so personally inspiring that this
post on Ramayana has been inspiring to many of you. It humbles me actually.

Ramayana story in kannada language.

Kuppali Venkatappa Puttappa widely known by the pen name Kuvempu was a Kannada writer and poet, widely regarded as the greatest poet of
20th century Kannada literature. He is immortalised by some of his phrases, and in particular for his contribution to Universal Humanism or in his
own words Vishwa maanavataa Vaada. He has penned the Karnataka State anthem Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate.

He has written several Poems, stories and plays. His work Sri Ramayana Darshanam, the rewriting of the great ancient Indian epic Ramayana in
modern Kannada, is regarded as revival of the era of Mahakavya (Epic poetry) in a contemporary form and charm.

He has received several awards for his works in the field of literature such as, Jnanpith Award, Sahitya Akademi Award , Pampa Award ,
Karnataka Ratna. He has also received The Padma Bhushan, the third highest civilian award in the Republic of India and Padma Vibhushan, the
second highest civilian award in the Republic of India. He is the second among Kannada poets to be revered as Rashtrakavi.
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